
  

 

THE ORDER OF 

MELCHIZEDEK 
KING-PRIEST 

Little of Melchizedek is said, though his 
position was very clear, and the era in which he 
was King of Salem and priest of God Most High, 
a KING-PRIEST. He is mentioned only in two 
verses in Genesis and one in Psalms (which is 
quoted in Hebrews), so how did he get to his 
prominent position as having an everlasting 
priesthood?  

The Order of Melchizedek is prominent in the 
life of the devoted Christian today, even in the 
midst of the global pandemic we are currently in 
that is threatening our freedom. It is following 
ordinately in the footsteps of Christ… 
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The Order of Melchizedek 
Little of Melchizedek is said, though his position was very clear, and the era in which he was 
King of Salem and priest of God Most High, a KING-PRIEST. He is mentioned only in two 
verses in Genesis and one in Psalms (which is then quoted in Hebrews). How did he get to his 
prominent position as having an everlasting priesthood? How do we know he was a priest of 
the same God we worship? Also, how did the Jews come to identify him as “a priest forever, in 
the line of Melchizedek” that we see in Psalms? And how did it come about that he was 
included in the canon of the Mass? There is no mention any of the other priests, like Aaron.  
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Firstly, Melchizedek features in Genesis 14:18 as the precipitator of a holy communion. This 
was an order of blessing and remembrance since the battle between 9 other kings, five of which 
defeated these four: Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goyim, Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch 
king of Ellasar – four kings who went to war against these five: Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of 
Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboyim, and Zoar king of Bela. The 9 fought in the 
Valley of Siddim, south of the Salt/Dead Sea, but the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, 
leaving some men to fall into the tar pits in the valley and the rest to flee to the hills. The four 
foreign kings seized all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their food and they carried 
off Abram’s nephew Lot and his possessions to their lands in Damascus, today’s Syria, as Lot, 
at that time, was living in Sodom. 
 

When Abram heard that his relative (Lot) had been taken captive, he called out the 318 trained men 

born in his household and went in pursuit as far as Dan* (the northern-most tip of Israel). During the 

night Abram divided his men to attack them and he routed them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north 

of Damascus (Syria). He recovered all the goods and brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, 

together with the women and the other people. V14-16 

 

* Note that ‘Dan’ is a place that existed before the 12 tribes of Israel, some 600 years before the land was allocated to 
Jacob’s sons after the Exodus. ‘Dan’ derives from ‘dananni’ meaning ‘judge’ or ‘he has judged me’. East of the Galilee and 
nestled at the base of Mount Hermon in northern Israel is a piece of often overlooked real estate. But it is one of the most 
significant places in all of Israel, where the ancient city of Tel Dan marks the northern border of the biblical kingdom of 
Israel. And the area houses the bronze-age oldest known gated archway in the world: ‘Abraham’s Gate’ which my 
husband Dave and I visited in March 2020. 
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When Abram returned, the king of Sodom came out to meet him in the King’s Valley, also 
known as the Valley of Shaveh [4]. And Melchizedek brought out communion and blessed 
Abram.  The traditional reading of this episode is very different from what the Hebrew 

Scripture conveys. The meeting takes place at the Valley of Shaveh, שוה (shaveh) – and it is the 
name of the place that speaks volumes to those who understand Hebrew. There is an 
expression in modern Hebrew, “to reach the Valley of Shaveh”,  

 

lehagi’a le’Emek Shaveh, (להגיע לעמק שווה), meaning “to reach a compromise”, 

 

referring to this valley. The Hebrew makes it apparent that it is here, in this valley, 
that Abram was tempted to compromise his principles, his integrity – his faith. While 
Melchizedek blessed Abram in the name of God Most High, the king of Sodom tempted him 
with spoils. Would Abram compromise? No, he would not. 

 

V18-20 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brough out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, 

and he blessed Abram, saying, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And 

praise be to God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.” Then Abram gave him a tenth 

of everything. 

V21-24 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people and keep the goods for yourself.” But 

Abram said to the king of Sodom, “With raised hand I have sworn an oath to the LORD, God Most 

High, Creator of heaven and earth, that I will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a thread or the 

strap of a sandal, so that you will never be able to say, ‘I made Abram rich.’ I will accept nothing but 

what my men have eaten and the share that belongs to the men who went with me – to Aner, Eshkol and 

Mamre. Let them have their share.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Abraham’s Gate, Tel Dan, Israel.  [2] 
Abraham may have passed through this 
gate while pursuing the northern Kings. 
This location had a huge impact on me 
In the Spirit, I believe it to have profound  
implications at the time, and it survives today. 
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The kings of Sodom and Gomorrah were 
initially routed by the northeastern/ 
Mesoptamian kings whocame down from the 
north and attacked in the Valley of Siddim. Lot 
was taken captive. At that point, Abram 
interceded and rescued his nephew from as 
far as Damascus. He returned to the Valley of 
Shaveh, the Valley of the Kings in Jerusalem 
(then Salem) where he was also met by the 
king of Sodom. [3] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Psalm 110:4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind,  

“You are a priest for ever after the order of Melchiz'edek.” 

 

Hebrews 7:1-4 For this Melchiz'edek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met 
Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him; [2] and to him 
Abraham apportioned a tenth part of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, 
king of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace. [3] He is 
without father or mother or genealogy, and has neither beginning of days nor end of 
life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest for ever. [4] See how great he 
is! Abraham the patriarch gave him a tithe of the spoils. (cf. Heb 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:5-10, 12-
17) 

Hebrews 7:11 Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levit'ical priesthood 
(for under it the people received the law), what further need would there have been for 
another priest to arise after the order of Melchiz'edek, rather than one named after the 
order of Aaron? 
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The 1911 Catholic Encyclopedia article (citing Hebrews 7:3) “The silence of Scripture about the 
facts of Melchisedech's birth and death was part of the divine plan to make him prefigure more 
strikingly the mysteries of Christ's generation, the eternity of His priesthood.” 

The 1906 Jewish Encyclopedia explains why the ancient Jews gave him such prominence in the 
first place: 

“To the Jewish propagandists of Alexandria, who were eager to win proselytes for 
Judaism without submitting them to the rite of circumcision, Melchizedek appealed 
with especial force as a type of the monotheist of the pre-Abrahamic time or of non-
Jewish race, like Enoch. Like Enoch, too, he was apotheosized. He was placed in the 
same category with Elijah, the Messiah ben Joseph, and the Messiah ben David . . . The 
singular feature of supernatural origin is ascribed to all four, . . .”  

and the Jewish Encyclopedia goes on: 

The Rabbis identify Shem with Melchizedek, King of Salem, . . . who came to meet 
Abraham after the latter had defeated the four kings led by Chedorlaomer (Gen. xiv. 
18-20). According to this account, Shem, as a priest, came to Jerusalem (with which 
Salem is identified by the Rabbis), of which city he became king, it being the proper 
place for the establishment of the cult of Yhwh. He went to meet Abraham to show 
him that he was not angry with him for having killed the Elamites, his descendants 
(Midr. Agadah on Gen. l.c.). . . . 

And the prominence assigned to this seemingly shadowy figure by the Jews is perhaps summed 
up in the entry from The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia (edited by Isaac Landman, New York: 
1942): 

Because Melchizedek united the royalty with the priesthood, like the kings of the 
ancient Near East, he became the prototype for the priestly rulers of the Hasmonean 
dynasty (cf. Ps. 110:4). . . . Abraham is alleged to have learned the practise of charity 
from Melchizedek (Midrash Ps. 37). Philo regards Melchizedek  as “the logos, the priest 
whose inheritance is the true God.” Melchizedek assisted David in writing 
the Psalms (Ps. no; cf. B.B. 14b et seq.). 

So, the order of priesthood appears to have begun with Melchizedek, the mysterious KING-
PRIEST based in Salem. Later on, a Levitical priesthood emerges under Moses, associated with 
the Jewish Temple and sacrifices offered on behalf of the people. Then Jesus, who becomes 
known among Christians as the ultimate KING-PRIEST: 

When Christ came as high priest of the good things that have come to be, passing through the greater 
and more perfect tabernacle not made by hands, that is, not belonging to this creation, he entered once 
for all into the sanctuary, not with the blood of goats and calves but with his own blood, thus obtaining 
eternal redemption. (Hebrews 9:11-12) 

And “Jesus has entered on our behalf as forerunner, becoming high priest forever according to the order of 

Melchizedek” (Hebrews 6:20). 

  

https://books.google.com/books?id=9pwYAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA455&dq=Melchizedek,+jews,+rabbis&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjAk-Pd_M3YAhVJ5oMKHYxhAak4ChDoAQhRMAg#v=onepage&q=Melchizedek%2C%20jews%2C%20rabbis&f=false


Deborah Monro Ministries ©.2020     www.deborahmonroministries.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  [4] 

 

 

 

So we can stand in confidence, and declare the Word of our LORD! 

Melchi (King) – zedek (Righteousness) of Salem (Peace) is indeed our true KING-PRIEST. He 
had no genealogy because He had no beginning of days, or end of life, resembling the Son of 
God He remains a King-Priest forever. 

Aaron’s line had priests from the tribe of Levi (Hebrews 7:11) thus the Levitical Priesthood, 
whereas Jesus, the new covenant and replacer of the old, is from the tribe of Judah, the Lion 
(Hebrews 7:14) and He became a priest on the basis not of genealogy but on the basis of the 
power of an indestructible life (v 16), as it is with us we are promised. So Jesus changed the 
priesthood, he changed covenant, and God said to Him (v 21) “The LORD has sworn and will 
not change His mind: ‘You are a priest forever.’”  – Psalm 110:4 
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Now that Jesus is the High Priest of a new covenant (ch 8) He is the guarantor of a better 
covenant (7:22). He lives forever, He has a permanent priesthood (7:24). He therefore saves 
completely, indefinitely, forever, those who come to God through Him (v 25). He was the 
sacrifice and is the High Priest who truly meets our need: holy, blameless, pure, set apart from 
sinners, exalted above the heavens (v 26). And He sacrificed Himself once for all when He 
offered Himself (v 27). 

 

We are King-Priests, thanks to Jesus. Our High Priest is Jesus, He is our King of Kings, and He 
sits at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven (8:1) 

 

 

“This is the new covenant of the LORD: 

I will put my laws in their minds 

And write them on their hearts. 

I will be their god, 

And they will be my people. 

No longer will they teach their neighbour, 

Or say to one another. ‘Know the LORD,’ 

Because they will all know me, 

From the least of them to the greatest. 

For I will forgive their wickedness 

And will remember their sins no more.” 

 

 

And so the new covenant, made the old one obsolete and what is obsolete and outdated will soon disappear. (v 13). 
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