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INTRODUCTION 

The most poignant place to introduce the Holy Spirit is at the incept of creation as we know 

it. Briefly; around 2500 BC, world history began with the Early Dynastic Period in South and 

North Mesopotamia, followed by the Cretian Early Minoan Period, and the Greek Early 

Helladic Period. Prior to 2500 BC, the Bible records Creation (Genesis 1-2), the Fall (Genesis 

3), the Flood (Genesis 6-9) and Babel (Genesis 11).   

Genesis 1 v1-2: In the beginning God (Hebrew “Elohim” meaning “supreme, mighty God”) 

created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was 

over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God (Hebrew “ruach” meaning “wind” or 

“breath”) was hovering over the waters. 

 

 

THE TRIUNE NATURE OF GOD 

The nature of God, of Yahweh (Hebrew “YHWH” in which the vowels are unknown), is 

threefold, in that the Holy Spirit is a person and position in the trinity, the trinity being God 

the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   

There are gods worshipped throughout the world, but according to the Bible, encompassing 

the Old Testament: Creation, history of the patriarchs, judges, kings, prophets and the 

chosen nation of the Hebrews, and following the Old is the New Testament gospels, the 

epistles (letters) and the revelation, there is only one true Yahweh. And His personality is 

revealed in three different forms, yet He is one God. 

 

 

GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Yeshua (who we also call Jesus, in His Hebrew name) spoke of the Holy Spirit as “He”:  “the 

Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father - He will testify about me” (John 15:26); “I will 

send Him to you” (John 16:7); “He will glorify me” (John 16:14); “When He, the Spirit of 

truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak 

only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is 

from me that he will receive what he will make known to you” (John 16:13-14). 

Since the Holy Spirit is called God, He is equal with God our Abba Father and Yeshua 

HaMashiach (Hebrew for Jesus the Messiah). 

As soon as Yeshua was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 

opened, and he saw the Spirit (Greek “Pneuma” breath or breeze) of God (Greek “Theos” the 

Supreme Divinity) descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven 

said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:16-17. 

In 1 Corinthians 2 v11: For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within 

them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 
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LIFE THROUGH THE SPIRIT 

Romans 8 v1: Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 

because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the 

law of sin and death. V5-8 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on 

what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set 

on what the Spirit desires. The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed 

by the Spirit is life and peace. The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please 

God. V14-16 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit 

you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you 

received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba (Aramaic), 

Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 

For through him (Yeshua HaMashiach) we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 

people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is 

joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being 

built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.  Ephesians 2:18-22 

 

 

THE SPECIAL NATURE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

He is OMNIPRESENT, everywhere:  

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? Psalm 139:7 

He is OMNISCIENT, He knows all things:  

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who knows a 

person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one 

knows the thought of God except the Spirit of God. I Corinthians 2 v10-11.     

And:  You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. You know when I sit and 

when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my 

lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you, 

Lord, know it completely. Psalm 139 v1-4,16: Your eyes saw my unformed body; all 

the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. 

He is OMNIPOTENT, He is all powerful:    

Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the limits of the Almighty? 

They are higher than the heavens above – what can you do? They are deeper than 

the depths below – what can you know? Their measure is longer than the earth and 

wider than the sea. Job 11 v7-9.   
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Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his 

hand marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, or 

weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance? Who can fathom the 

Spirit of the Lord or instruct the Lord as his counsellor? Whom did the Lord consult 

to enlighten him, and who taught him the right way? Who was it that taught him 

knowledge, or shoed him the path of understanding? Surely the nations are like a 

drop in a bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scale; he weighs the islands as 

though they were find dust. Isaiah 40 v12-15. 

He is ETERNAL, He is everlasting. He had no beginning and will have no ending:  

Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and there he called on the name of 

the Lord, the Eternal God. Genesis 21 v33.  

The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms. 

Deuteronomy 33 v27.  

We who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds 

to meet the Lord in the air. And so, we will be with the Lord forever. 1 Thessalonians 

4 v17. 

 

 

THE PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

In Romans 8, Paul describes the Holy Spirit at length. He is the Spirit of God who adheres to 

the law of life: He has set us free from the law of sin and death.  

Therefore, the Holy Spirit is governmental and He has authority.   

He brings life and peace (v6) and He has His own realm (v7-9).   

The Holy Spirit gives life (v 10-13) and sonship (v14-17) into the family of God and 

assures us of our inheritance. 

The Holy Spirit searches out our minds. He has a will of His own and He intercedes 

for us:   

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth 

right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits 

of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the 

redemption of our bodies. (For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is 

no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for what we 

do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.) In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 

weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself 

intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts knows 

the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance 

with the will of God. Romans 8 v22-27. 

The Holy Spirit speaks:   

While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart 

for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Acts 13 v2. 
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The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” … When they (Philip and 

the eunuch) came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip 

away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. Acts 8 

v29 & 39 

Yeshua told us the Holy Spirit will be sent by the Father in His name (John 14 v25-27) He 

will be our Advocate, our teacher in all things, reminder of all Yeshua has said to us and 

testify about Him (v26).  In John 16, Yeshua said that the Holy Spirit will also prove the 

world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment (v8), and the Holy Spirit 

is the Spirit of truth: He will guide us in all truth (v13). 

 

 

THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

He guides us as believers: Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the 

Spirit into the wilderness… Luke 4 v1.   

Paul and his companions travelled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having 

been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. When they 

came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not 

allow them to. Acts 16 v6-7.   

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God… The Spirit himself 

testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Romans 8 v14 & 16. 

 

 

LIFE BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 

We can only begin our life with the Holy Spirit once we have accepted Jesus and been 

baptized. 

John the Baptist was baptizing then speaking to the Pharisees and Sadducees who 

approached him: I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is 

more powerful than I… He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. Matthew 3 v11. 

He baptizes with power: When the day of Pentecost cam, they were all together in one 

place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the 

whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fie that 

separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Acts 2 v1-4. 

We were called to be free (Galatians 5 v13) So we walk by the Spirit, so as not to gratify the 

desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what 

is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with eachother, so that you are not to do 

whatever you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Galations 

5:16-18 

The Holy Spirit enables us to live a life that is over and beyond the natural, because of His 

gift of the  fruit of the Spirit being: love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
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faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Against such things there is no law. Those who 

belong to Christ Jesus have cruicified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live 

by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  Galatians 5:22-25 

 

 

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS A REALM 

A realm is a geographical area, a domain, a kingdom. In Romans 8 v9: You, however, are not 

in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in 

you. 

 

 

SENSITIVITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Yes, the Holy Spirit is sensitive, and He has feelings that are affected by our actions. The 

Scriptures tell us not to: 

1. LIE TO THE HOLY SPIRIT (Acts 5 v3-4) 

2. RESIST THE HOLY SPIRIT (Acts 7 v51) 

3. QUENCH THE HOLY SPIRIT (1 Thessalonians 5 v19) 

4. GRIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT (Ephesians 4 v30) 

5. INSULT THE HOLY SPIRIT (Hebrews 10 v29) 

6. BLASPHEME THE HOLY SPIRIT (Matthew 12 v31-32) * 

7. VEX THE HOLY SPIRIT (irritate, annoy, provoke to anger) (Isaiah 63 v10) 

* BLASPHEMING THE HOLY SPIRIT 

To blaspheme (speak profanity, swearing His name in curse, disrespect or irreverence) the 

Holy Spirit affects the most sensitive aspect of God. It is an “unpardonable sin” for which 

there is no forgiveness. If someone totally rejects the Holy Spirit, or His personality, power, 

and existence, then salvation will never happen, because it is the Holy Spirit who draws the 

sinful person to Christ:  

“And so I tell you, every kind of sin and slander can be forgiven, but blasphemy against the 

Spirit will not be forgiven… either in this age or in the age to come.” (Yeshua speaking, 

Matthew 12 v 31-32). 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE CHURCH, ECCLESIA 

He formed it: Ephesians 2 v19-22 

He inspires worship: Philippians 3 v3 

He directs missionary activities: Acts 8 v29 

He selects the Bride’s ministers: Acts 20 v28 

He anoints her preachers: 1 Corinthians 2 v4 

He guides her decisions: Acts 15 v28 

He baptizes her with Power: One cannot receive the power or gifts of the Holy Spirit unless 

your sins are acknowledged and repented of;  Acts 2 v38 

Jesus call us to desire and receive the Holy Spirit; John 7 v37-39 and we receive it as a gift 

Acts 2 v38 

As long as we give God praise and worship, you are yielding to God, He will speak through 

you in a tongue none can understand, but God can. This is His confirmation of the Holy 

Spirit baptism in Isaiah 28 v11 and Acts 2 v4 

The Holy Spirit can also be received (Acts 2,4,10) and by the laying on of hands (Acts 8,9,19) 

 

 

GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Gifts and talents are considered the same things, but Spiritual gifts and natural talents are 

not. As a natural talent is an adeptness or ability inherited at birth it can be developed with 

further training. A supernatural gift comes without the training, and is an inheritance for 

God’s children.  Also, a natural talent may well be blessed by the Holy Spirit after one 

becomes a true believer, and can become a gift, but the spiritual capabilities surpass the 

finest natural talents.  

Ephesians 4 v12-16  

… to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up until we all reach unity in the faith… become mature… then we will no 

longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by 

every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful 

scheming…We will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is 

the head, that is, Christ… joined and held together by every supporting ligament… 

as each part does its work. 

1 Corinthians 12 v4-6  

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them… different 

kinds of service… different kinds of working… to each one the manifestation of the 

Spirit is given for the common good. 

1 Corinthians 12 v8-11  
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To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a 

message of knowledge… to another faith… to another gifts of healing… to 

another miraculous powers… to another prophecy… to another 

distinguishing between spirits, and to still another the interpretation of 

tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them 

to each one, just as he determines. 

They are used as weapons of spiritual warfare in the church. Ephesians 6 v12-18  

… For when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after 

you have done everything, to stand… With readiness… To extinguish all the flaming 

arrows of the evil one… And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 

prayers and requests… be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s 

people. 

They are used to help others. Each believer has at least one spiritual gift, as 1 Peter 4 v10 

says:  

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 

stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 

1 Corinthians 12 v29-30 emphasises no person has all the gifts of the Spirit, or he would 

have no need for the rest of the body of Christ: 

Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all 

have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? Now eagerly desire 

the greater gifts. 

We are told not to neglect our gift, but to exercise and develop it: 

Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through prophecy when the body 

of elders laid hands on you. 1 Timothy 4 v14.  

2 Timothy 1 v6-7 I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God… For the Spirit God 

gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.  

And v14: Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you – guard it with the help 

of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

Do not abuse your gift! Simon the Sorcerer/Magician was a man who thought he could 

‘buy the power of the Holy Spirit’. Through this story of Peter and how the Spirit showed him 

Simon’s heart, Acts 8 v18-23 is a warning to us to be genuine and transparent, as God can see 

our hearts. 

Acts 19 v13-16, tells us what happened to Jews driving out evil spirits in the Lord’s 

name, without the Holy Spirit:  

One day the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know about, but 

who are you?” Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and 

overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house 

naked and bleeding. (v15-16). 

Spiritual gifts do not operate in a chaotic or random fashion:  

1 Corinthians 14 v33,40  
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For God is not a God of disorder but of peace… Everything should be done in a 

fitting and orderly way. 

Also 1 Corinthians 12 v7  

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 

 

 

BEING A STEWARD OF THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Each of us is merely a steward of Spiritual Gifts, meaning we use those things that have been 

given us from another person, Jesus.   

1 Corinthians 4 v1 says  

This then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those 

entrusted with the mysteries God has revealed.  

1 Corinthians 14 v1,3  

Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy… 

The one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and 

comfort. 

1 Peter 4 v10  

Use whatever gift you have to serve others.  

1 Corinthians 4 v2  

Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 

 

The gifts of the Holy Spirit will not always be available to us. 1 Corinthians 13 v8-10.  

Revelations 21 v3,27, 22 v2 tells us that there will no longer be any need for the gifts. 

The purposes of the spiritual gifts are for Ephesians 4 v12-15 

To equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 

until we all reach unity in the faith… and become mature…  

God does not change His mind on those He has chosen, He has called and He has gifted, as 

in Romans 11. 

WARNING! 
Beware of the counterfeit of gifts, which arise out of the occult and not just mindreading, but 

miracles in Exodus 7, Revelation 13 v14, and other false prophets in Acts 13 v6-12. The 

counterfeit of the enemy of God, Satan, will not and can not stand up against the Word of 

God as in 2 Corinthians 11 v4-5. 
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FURTHER RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO YOU: 

Study these scriptures that promise the Holy Spirit - 

OLD TESTAMENT  NEW TESTAMENT 

Isaiah 28:11-12  John 7:38-39, 14:16-18, 15:26, 16:7-11 

Joel 2:28-29  Acts 1:4,5,8, 2:38-39 

Isaiah 44:3  Galatians 3:14, Luke 24:49 

 

 

THE 8 STEPS: 

Also, use these 8 steps to identify the proper use of gifts Paul talked about in 1 Corinthians 12-14 

 

1. You should have knowledge of spiritual gifts: 1 Corinthians 12 v1 

 

2. There are many gifts but they all come from the same Spirit; the Trinity of God is at work in all of 

the spiritual gifts: 1 Corinthians 12 v4-11 

 

3. We are the body of Christ in using the gifts; each part should be in harmony with other parts: 1 

Corinthians 12 v12-31 

 

4. If you have the gift of tongues you should pray for the gift of interpretation: 1 Corinthians 14 v1-25 

 

5. Using the gifts in the body should be ministered under the appropriate leadership – apostolic, 

prophetic, evangelic, teacher or pastoral leadership, especially where tongues are spoken and 

someone has the gift of interpretation: 1 Corinthians 14 v26-33 

 

6. Don’t halt speaking in tongues when you should be desiring to prophesy: 1 Corinthians 14 v39 

 

7. Be aware of 1 Corinthians 14 v34-35, v37-38 

 

8. Finally, let all things be done decently and in order: 1 Corinthians 14 v40. 
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HEBREW NAMES OF OUR LORD 

 

ADONAI:   (Pl) Sovereign, Divine Ruler, Controller, Lord, Master, Owner: 434 times in OT* 

EL ELYON:  Most High God, Exalted above all other gods: Genesis 14:18-20, in OT 28 times 

ELOHIM:  (Plural) God, Trinity: in Old Testament more than 2000 times 

EL OLAM:  The Everlasting God: first used in Genesis 21:33  

EL SHADDAI:  Lord God Almighty: first used in Genesis 17:1 

QANNA:   Jealous, Zealous, as in marriage: occurs 6 times in the Bible, first in Exodus 20:5 

JEHOVAH:  Lord God: from YHWH (most used with Adonai) note: Hebrew has no “J” 

YESHUA:  Hebrew name for JESUS, meaning SALVATION 

YAH:   Almighty 

YAHWEH:  Almighty God/Lord YeHoVaH: from Hebrew letters YHWH first used in Genesis 2:4 

YHWH/Jehovah JIREH: The Lord will Provide: occurs only in Genesis 22:14 

YHWH MEKODDISHKEM:  The Lord Who Sanctifies You: occurs twice only Exodus 31:13,  

YHWH NISSI:  The Lord my Banner: occurs only once in Exodus 17:15 

YHWH RA’AH:  The Lord my Shepherd: Psalms 23:1, Ezekiel 34:11-15 

YHWH RAPHA:  The Lord that Heals: Exodus 15:26 

YHWH SHALOM:  Peace of the Lord: occurring once in Judges 6:24 

YHWH SHAMMAH: The Lord is There, Existing One: occurs in Ezekiel 48:35 

YHWH SABAOTH: The Lord of Hosts, of Angel Armies: first used in 1 Samuel 1:3 

YHWH TSIDKENU: The Lord Who is our Righteousness: first used in Jeremiah 23:6 

 

* Old Testament of the Bible 
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